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French have dealt with us as if they thought the 
| Gin of France had got a perfect Maſtery over 
* Genius of England, otherwiſe they would not 1 
bout ſo Impoſed upon us in matters of this Nature; 14 
which tho” our Court would not ſee, the People 
muſt needs feel, and where the Legiſlature was cer- = 
{ain to be Alarm'd, and at laſt to Interpoſe. * 
Do&. Davenant. 
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TH E 


PREFACE 


Tide Letters were occaſionally wrote 


for the Information of a Gentleman in the 


preſent Houſe of Commons, and are made 
publick at his Inſtance, to ſhew the great Concern 
the Plantations (eſpecially the Iſland of Famaica) 
are to Great-Britain to encourage and preſerve, 
and to undeceive many People, who are carried 
away with a Notion of great Advantages, never be- 
fore enjoy'd, accruing to this Kingdom, by erect- 
ing the South Sea Company, and their Trading on 
the foot of the Afrento Contract. 

f upon Peruſal, any Perſon ſhould think the Ser- 
vice of the Iſland in Jamaica, is the View and In- 
tent of writing them, he is not much miſtaken, 
for it muſt be confeſs d the diſmal Conſequences, 
vnavoidably falling upon that Iſland from the 
Aſiento Contract, and the French being left wirh 
the ſhare they have theſe late Years poſſeſs d of 
Hiſpaniola, with the Liberty they now enjoy of 
Trading in the Soutb- Seas, were the firſt Motive 
that occaſiond the mention of ſome things there- 
pon in Diſcourſe, which afterwards were thought 
Proper to be ſet in a fuller light, and explain'd by 
be following Letters, not altogether for the Ad- 
anapge and Intereſt of Jamaica, but for the ge 
Kal Advantage and Intereſt of Great-Britain, by 
_ pre- 
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preſerving a very beneficial Trade we enjoy'd, in 
lieu of attempting one precarious in its Nature, : 
certain loſs to its Undertaker, and ruinous to the 
moſt gainful Branches of our Trade; for ſheud 
the Engliſh be diſpoſleſs'd of Jamaica, which they 
may ſoon be, if that Trade be ruin'd, howerer 
ſome People may believe, we ſhall not only loſe 
an Aland of yery great Conſequence to us in point 
of Trade, but muſt never afterwards expect to be 
formidable by our Naval Force, in that part of the 
World, as we have been for many Years paſt by 
means of that Ifland; for, as * Dr. Davenant has c 
juſtly obſerv'd, The loſs of Jamaica mutt proba- « ; 


© bly be follow'd with the Ruin of our Intcreſt iu 
6 America. cx 

In theſe Letters the Dangers ariſing to Jamaica e 
and other our Sugar Colonies, are ſhewn really toll + ; 
hots from the Encreaſe of the Bench Power and © 
Settlements in their Iſlands in America, eſpecial . 
on Hiſpaniola; and 'twere heartily to be will'd 
the Conſequences thereof, to the Trade and Navi « 11 
gation of this Kingdom, were but more ſeriouſſi to 
attended to, and conſider'd. th 
It has been long ſince remark d, that che Bre ia 
of Scamen, with the Encreaſe and Encouragemeſ « y. 
of the Navigation of this Kingdom, does chic « ;, 
depend on our Plantation Trade, and Newfound!1l nut 
Fiſhery ; therefore their preſent State and Condiſ tha 


on deſerve the immediate Conſideration of our be Pra 
Fatrigts, for preventing the Decay, Loſs, or Dt 14 
ſtruction of the Trade and Maritime Strength Wl © 7cac 


Great - Britain. * obJj 

he Merchants and Planters trading to, and and 

ſiding in Virginia and Maryland, have laid th 17, 

Cale before the Parliament this preſent de " alreq 
wher 


r 


* His Diſcourſe on Trade ang publick Revenue. 
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Sixpence and one third of a Penny per Pound on 
Tobacco, for the home Conſumption, has, by 
* many Years Experience, been found much more 
than it can bear; the Planters and Merchants Ad- 
« yenturers, having often loſt fifty per Cent, and 
© ſometimes more than their Capital, the Produce 
© not being ſufficient to defray the Cuſtom, Freight, 
and other Charges, ſo that without ſome timely 
Relief, this Trade muſt incvitably be loſt to Great - 
Britain. | 

© As the diſtance of eur Britiſh Plantations is an 
Improvement of our Navigation, ſo of Neceflity 
© it becomes a Charge to our Tobacco, and has 
given great Encouragement to the Planting of 
© vaſt Quantities of that Commodity in Holland, 
Germany, &c. to the Improvement of their Lands, 
and Benefit of their Proprietors, who ſupply 
many parts of Europe, to the Decay of our Plan- 
* tations, Trade and Navigation. 

* And unleſs fuch Encouragement be given to 
© the Exporters of Tobacco, as may enable them 
to render it very cheap to foreign Markets, and 
thereby in great meaſure to prevent the Planting 
ia Europe, this beneficial Trade will in a few 
* Years be i retrieveably loſt, and our Nation oblig'd 


' nufaCtures of Holland, Germany, Swedeland, &c. 
that us'd to be purchas'd in thole Parts, with the 
Proceed of our Plantation Tobacco. | 

© The Diſcoura:ements of late Years, have al- 
" ready ruin'd ſeveral conſiderable Merchants, 
' oblig'd others to decline trading in Tobacco, 
and forc'd many of the Planters in Yirginia and 


og already ſuch Proficicnts, that ſeveral Counties 
mc Shoes, Stockins, Hats, Linen and Woollen, 
2 A 2 6 not 


wherein they ſer forth, * Thar the high Cuſtom of 


to pay Specie for Linen, and all other the Ma- 


' Maryland upon Manufactures, wherein they are 
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= not only for their own, but the uſe of their 


Neighbours; others ſow Corn, which have been 
ſent from the Plantations in great Quantities, to 
© ſeveral parts of Eurote; and Neceflity will put 
© them actually upon many Expedients, to become 
© Jeſs dependant on this Kingdom. 
And they thus conclude, * The melancholy State 
© of our Tobacco Plantation is ſuch, that for ſeve- 
c ral Years paſt, the Exports of our Woollen and 
other Manufactures to Virginia and Maryland are 
£ diminiſh'd at leaft one half the Traders thereto 
greatly Impoyeriſh'd, the Planters by Neceſſi'y 
falling into ManufiEtures, the Navigation of this 
Kingdom conſequently leſſen'd, and notwithſtand- 
ing the ſeveral high Duties laid on Tobacco, the 
« Revenue hath not been thereby augmented. 
- This is the melancholy State of the Tobacco 
Trade, and as it is preſum'd the Danger of our 
loſing the Sugar Trade, is in ſome meaſure ſhewn 
in theſe Letters; and the Danger of its Loſs is ſo 
very apparent, that an Author quoted in theſe Letters 
has ſet it out in a full Light, altho' that Gentleman 
would infer the Cauſe of it to be different from 
what are here repreſented, but from the Dedication 
of his Book, and particular Senſc, in diſtinguiſhing 
the preſent M— for their Experience and 
Knowledge in Trade, it is fully evident, that hi 
Book was rather calculated for a priyate, than the 
publick Intereſt, 
Rut let us obſerve what His Ce untry Man of Bare 
badves ays, in a Speech to the Council and general 
Aficmbly of that Iſland, as P:inted in the Poſt-Boy 
the 24'h Inſtant, Our Neighbour Colonies 1a 
long kept by Foreign Fears from Improving, are 
© now encour: ging Trade, crcreafing their People, 
5 enlarging t! eir Plantations, and cultivating tbeit 
Lands; their Fertile Soil yields them many 
$ Crops 
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* moſt Art, Induſtry, and Manurc, and that too 
6 annually. FEST 5 5 2 
And as to the Newfoundland Fiſhery, the Decreaſe 
thereof, and its Cauſes, have been thewn in many 
Pamphlets lately writ, but in none with more 
Clearneſs than the Briziſh Merchant, or Commerce 
preſerv'd, particularly in the Papers No. 71. and 
$1, in the latter of which 'tis ſaid the French are 
now ſo much our Rivals in this Trade, and are 
6 encreaſed to ſuch a prodigious degree, that they 
© employ yearly from St. Malo, Glanville, Rochell, 
St. Martins, Iſle of Robe, Bayonne, St. Fobu de 
Luce, Sibour, Cc. to carry on their Fiſhery on 
6 the great Banks of Newfoundland, and on the 
+ Coaſts of that Ifland, that is, in their wet and 


dry Fiſh, upwards of four hundred vail of 
t Ships, 


paper) to deliver us up the Poſſeſſi n of Placentia, 
and ſome other Place in Nm undland; but then 
they have taken care to have a better Place ye d- 


vary Favour to them, more than to us, that they 
* have the Liberty granted them to fiequent our 
* Iſlands of Newfoundland, and erc& Stages, &c. 
* thereon for drying and curing their Fith, but 
* we have not the Privilege allowed us of doinz 
the lame on any of their Iſlands, or on the Iſland 
of Cape Breton, which they have expreſs Permiſ- 
neral I fion granted them to fortifie as they pleaſe; thus 
2. 30 they are our Rivals in the Fiſhery by our own 
s {a MW Conſent, which is the more wonderful, in that 
„ate © is owing to this Fiſhery that they dared to con- 

tend for the Maſtery at Sea with the Maritime 
Powers of Ex land and Holland united; 'tis true, 
the Engliſh and Durch are moſt frequently ell 

I ag * 


« Crops from orie-Planting; ours requires the ut- 


* They are indeed (ſays he in another part of this 


ed to them, in lieu thereof, with this extraordi- 
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© the Matitime Powers, but if I Were not afraid 


© the Mercator would fall upon me for difcoverin 
© our Weakneſs, I would beg you to tell kim? 
think it a Jeſt to appropriate the Name of Ma- 
« ritime Powers to Great Britain and Holland ex- 
© clufive of Fauce, when we conſider what a fi- 
& pure that Nation mide at Sea before the Battle 
© of la Hague in 1692. Can we then think that a 
© few Vears of Peace, with fuch a Fiſhery, and ſuch 
© Conditions of Commerce as were granted to 
Fance by the late Treaty, will not ſoon enable 
© her to contend again with our United Fleets ? 

The prefent State of our Tobacco and Sugar 
Trade, and Newfoundland Fiſhery being ſuch as re- 
preſented, muſt give us a very fad Proſpect, fince 
'tis by our Sugar and Tobacco Colonies we have 
ſuch a Ballance in Trade on our fide with Holland, 
Hamburgh, &c. and from our Newfoundland Fiſhery, 
very great Sums have been Annually brought into 
this Kingdom from Spain, Portugal and Italy; for 
our other Colonies, as New England, New Tork, &c, 
being chiefly dependant on our Sugar Settlements 
to take off their Product, and having not where- 
withal to anſwer the Exports to them from Great 
Britain, are only valuable as they bear relation to 
{ſuch Colonics as are furniſhed by them, which 
muſt ceaſe on the decay of rhe Trade from whence 
it ariſes. Po 

Thus fad and melancholy is our preſent Condi- 
tion as to theſe Branches of our Trade and Navi- 
gation; for confirming of which, and ſeveral other 
Matters in the following Letters concerning our 
Trade in the Weſt Indies, excluſive of the preſent 
defigned one, upon the Foot of the Aſiento Con- 
tract, ſhall conclude with an Extract of a Letter 
from a Perſon who has lived in Cadiz and Jamaica 
tor above twenty Years paſt, 

; Extract 
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Extract of a Letter from Jamaica dated the 1ʒ th 
78 of Ap il, 1714. 


HUS you ſee bow tbey (the French) endea- 

L wor 70 ſtreighten all Trade in general, and fie 
vine ſuch Tracks of Land (on Hiſpaniola) and not 
letting any "me enjoy more than what be Plants and 
Mannues theyll e in few Tears very powerful; 
nay they din t ſtick to ſay, but in leſs than ten Tears 
they will have the whole Iſland of Hiſpaniola. . 

Did Spun but clear their Eyes as they ought, a 
War by them ſhould be immediately commenced, or elſe 
the Spani rds are gone in theſe Parts; and upon the 
firſt Quarrel we ever bave with them (the French) 
this Iſland the next. For as the French are endea- 
von ing to ſettle and bring 4 Number of Men among 
them, our Gentry are for ſending all away; this is the 
Cunning of our Inhabitants, 

T can't help remarking to you the little Notice En- 
gland rakes in pratecting 1ts Trade : Did they but 
conſider the Game France has been playing theſe ſeven 
Tears paſt, none but Men void of Natural Thought 
would have ſuffered the Continuance thereof fince the 
Ceſſation of Arms, from that time we might have 
prevented it, .if it could nut before; but our great 
Sufferings will be from what has been done fince, and 
m body trouble themſelves about it; it's their being 
ſuffered to ſend Ships upon Ships into the South Seas, 
and ſupplying the Kingdoms of Peru and Mexico with 
ſuch quantities of Goods that 'twill be ſeven Years 20 
conſume them z by which Scheme they have antici- 
pated the Trade of our Nation, Holland, and the 
Kingdom of Old Spain for five Years; for I can aſſure 
you it will be at leaſt that time before any quantity of 
Goods of general Species can be in Demand, or give 


Encouragement to any Trader of Spaniſh, Engliſh and 
Dutch 


| The PREFACE. 
Dutch Nation to ſend Goods to the Kingdoms of Peru 
or Mexico, for why ſhould any one think thoſe Peo- 
ple fo foaliſh to buy r gether ten Suits of Cloaths, when 
one will ſerve them? Thus it's with them, whatever 
Goods come muſt lie till thoſe in the Country are con- 
ſumed; it's this vaſt ſupply of Goods by the South Sas 
to the Kingdoms of Peru and Mexico, that has kept 
all the Silver and Gold from coming into the Noth, 
and occaſioned the Total Ruin of Old Spain, and mvre 
particularly their Navigation, and utterly deſtroyed for 
the preſent thoſe Ciries, and the Settlements on the 
North fide: Nay, they will not let us alone in the 
Eaſt- Indies, for I can aſſure you three of their Ships 
have took in Mony, and went to China, and ſo re- 
rurned to Lima and other places with rich India 
Caregoes. 

Thus they attack our Trade in all its Parts, and 
when have glutted every Branch, and ſucked the Mar- 
row of Trade to procure a Peace, feed us with the No- 
tion of giving us a South Sea Company, without let. 
ting us know the Advantages of ſuch a Trade nw 

brought to as low an Ebb as ever any Trade was brought 
ro, La near Twenty two Sail of Ships fix Months 
ſince in the South Seas. 

If this is not Jpeedi'y remedied I fear a worſe Cn. oy 
ſequence, therefore it behoves all h urope to engage in 
it z I bave ventured to write thus to you, and to let 
you ſee what little Advantages the South Sea Company 
can expect from their Trade. 


mn, 
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Afſiento Contract Conſidered. 
| 48 ALS O; 


The Advantages and Decay of the Trade of 
Jamaica, and the Plantations, with the 
Cauſes and Conſequences thereof. 


| In ſeveral Letters to a Member of Parliament. 


SIX, January 20, 1712-13. 


Shall give you the beſt Information | can, in 
i the time you allow me for it, of the Advan- 

tage the l{land of Jamaica is to Great Britain, 

both as to its Situation for Trade with the 
Paniardsz or, in caſe of a War with them, as 
well as the Value it produceth, and its being made 
capable of producing Yearly ; and alſo my Appre- 
beaſion, that it will not be long of any Conſe- 
quence to Great Britain, either in regard to the 
Trade with the Spaniards, or its own Produce, and 
the Danger we arc in of loſing it whenever there 
is another War with Fance. 
And firſt, Jamaica is ſituated in the Latitude of 
17 and 18, and hath for its Neighbours, viz. 35 
Leagues to the Eaſtward and Windward the 
Idand of Hiſpaniolaz about 25 Leagues to the 
Northward the Ifland of Cuba; and about 150 
Leagues to the Southward is the Main of New 


B Spain, 
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Spain, or the North fide of the Kingdom of Peru, 
whereupon are Carthagene and Portobello, the Port 
that the Galleons come to; and about 350 
Leagues to the Weſtward and Leeward is Ia Vera 
Cuz, which is the Port or chief Place for Trade 
with the Kingdom of Mexico on that fide, as the 
above Places are for the Kingdom of Peru. 

The Trade with the Spaniards from Famaica 
(tho' Colluſive) has been very conſiderable and 
*tis certain for ſeven Years paſt (about which time 
it commenced de Novo) the Spaniards have been 
ſupplied from thence, one Year with another, with 
three or four thouſand Negroes, inreturn for which, 
and for Flower, Woollen and other Goods, there 
has been received of them in Gold and Silver, and 
the Produce of New Spain, 200000 l. or 250000 l. 
Yearly and as the Produce of the Ifland it (elf tor 
fome Years paſt has not been leſs in Value than 
voodoo J. a Year; ſo tis capable of producing three 
times what it does at preſent, were but ſome Laws 
made to prevent ſuch Quantities of Land being 
Monopolized by particular Perſons, and obliging 
ſuch Perſons, as have very great Runns of Land, 
and will neither ſettle nor ſell the ſame, that they 
do the one or the other, and to give Encourage- 
ment for white People to come and reſide in the 
Wand. | 

As to the Trade from Jamaica with the Sa- 
miards, I fear from the Power the French King 
has over King Philip, and the growing as well as 
the preſent Strength of the French; as alſo the 
Encouragement they have given them by King 
Philip in thoſe Parts, it muſt be ſoon at an end. 
Tis probable Great Britain may have the Aſſenti, 
or the ſupplying the Spaniards with Negroes, if 
there can be found any Perſons, incorporated 7 
| | _ ol) 


. 


hot, ſo ihconſiderate, as to accept it on the Terths 
ber Majeſty has acquainted her Parliament. | 


"Tis not much more than Thirty Years, that ö 
the only Settlement the French were poſſeſſed of 
in the Weſt Indies was Martineco, ſince this they =_ 
have ſettled Guardalupe, and increaſed their Settle- R 
ments on Hiſpaniola ten to one; and as they have wm 
ſo increaſed them during two Wars, what may it if 
| not be preſum'd they will do on a Peace, and the _— 
e Encouragement they have given them for it, by | 
n 
h 


the Duty laid upon all clay'd or refin'd Sugar im- | | 
ported into France, which Duty effectually pro- 10 
, Libics, or prevents either us or the Dutch (who f 
have vaſt Quantities from England Yearly) from 
ſending any thither, and muſt conſequently cauſe a 
3 Encouragement to, and Increaſe of the 
rench Plantations; and as they have within theſe 
four or five Years beat us almoſt out of our Indigo 
Trade, fo it can't be a much longer time before 
our Condition will be the ſame with our Sugar 
Trade, $ iſs 
In 1709 and 1710, the then Miniſtry had it 
motion'd to, and it was intended by them, that 
at the General Treaty of Peace it ſhould be 
demanded for the Freuch to reſtore to the Sani- 
ird ſuch part as they poſſeſſed of the Iſland of Hi. 
ſpaniola;, but inſtead of that there are good Rea- 
ſons to believe, that the French are confirmed in 
their Poſſeſſion by the Ceſſion of the whole Iſland 
granted by King Philip to his Grandfather, 
As it is very much to be feared, from what I have 
laid, that the Plantations in general will ſuffer, 
and be of little Conſequence to Great Britain in a 
few Years, ſothe Ifland of Jamaica, of ſuch Concern 
to it in regard to its Situation or Nearneſs to New 
an, cannot whenever we have a Rupture with 
rence, without a vaſt Charge; as well as great Fore- 
B 2 fight, 


dition of the Iſland at that time, *rwill be found 


Nations Trade with New Spain on the North 


£4] 


tis needleſs to ſay more, as to the Danger Jamaica 
is in; then obſerve, that in the Year i693 the In- 
habitants of Hiſpaniola form'd an Expedition ar 


their own Charge againſt it, and over-run and de- 
ſtroyed the greateſt part of it, though it muſt be 


own'd that the Year before the Iſland had ſuffered 
a very great Loſs by the Earthquake in its Inhabi- 
tants, and the Sickneſs that followed; yet not- 
withſtanding on enquiring into the State and Con- 


to have had a much greater Number of White 
Men, or Inhabitants upon it, than fince; and it 
is certain, and muſt be lamenred, that at this pre- 
ſent the Number of them is leſs than they have 
been for 40 Years paſt. | 

The Collectors Demand of Duties on Prize Goods 
brought into the Iſlind occaſioned ſeveral thouſand 
Sea-faring Men to leave it about three Years ago; 
and the Proceedings of the Admiral or Commander 
in Chief in thoſe Parts has alſo induc'd conlidera- 
ble Numbers to do the ſame, and have in many 
Reſpects been of very great Prejudice to the Trade 
and tereſt of the Ifland. cs 

Now as the other Iſlands belonging to Great Bri- 
tain iu th: Weſt Indies have little or no Trade, ſo 
tis their Produce only makes them valuable; but 
the Ifl ind of Famaica is not only valuable for its 
Produ e but :i!{o tor its Situation for Trade with 
the Spantards'; and in Caſe of a War to obfirud 
or annoy with the Queens Ships or Privateers from 
thence, not only the French Trade to and from 
Hiſpaniola bur theirs, the Spaniards, or any other 


ſide. Ti 


Gghr, remainlong in the Hands or Poſſeſſion of the 
Subjects of it, ſince in twenty four Hours Sail thc 
French trom any part oi Hiſpaniola can be upon it; 


* 
4 
4 
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4 
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fl 
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'Tis neceſſary to obſerve, to make good more 
fully what 1 premiſed in the beginning, that all 
Ships or Veſſels bound to Jamaica from any part 
of Europe, Africa or America, make the Iſland of 
Hiſpaniola, and come down on the South fide of 
it, and that all Ships or Veſſels in their return 
from Jamaica to Great Britain, or any other part, 
either turn up, ( after clear of the Eaſt end of it) 
on the North fide of Hiſpaniula, and South fide 
of Cuba. or take their Paſſage through the Golph 
of Florida, and pals by, and generally go in fizht 
of the Havana on Cuba, which is juſt at the o- 
pening of the ſaid Golph; and as Monfieur Go- 
ſat has by his late Grant from the French King, 
plainly Floridg included and comprehended, fo 'tis 
moſt certain, that whoever are in Poſſeſſion of ſuch 
an Extent of Land as ſeems granted him, will be 
Maſter of the Canal of Bahama, and fo Neighbours 
ing to the Iſland of Cuba, that it will not be diffi- 
cult to hinder the Paſſage of any Ships or Veſſels 


that way, as well as it will not from Hiſpaniola, 

get i to hinder them either coming or going to Ja- 

1 Wl maica, or returning from thence the other Paſſage 

a) Wl above-mentioned. 

ade I ſhould proceed, but that I fear I have already 
tired you, and that you will repent you gave me 

* the Invitation: However, I hope what I have ſaid 


enough for you to infer Conſequences, and that 
It will occaſion you and other Gentlemen to pre- 
vent them whatever you can. | 


J am, 0 
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SIR, 
LE FAving in a former Letter given you my 
ſequence of the Iſland Jamaica to Great- Britain, 2 


ever we have another War with France, and now 


[6] 


Hpril 20, 171 3, 


Thoughts both of the Advantage and Con- 


well as the Danger we are in of loſing it when- 


raking the Afrento, or Contract, of allowing the 
Subjects of Great-Britain the liberty of importing 
Negroes into the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies on the Foot y 
thereof, to be very Diſadvantageous to the ſaid t 
Iſland, 1 ſhall give you my Thoughts thereupon, tl 
and ſhow, that the ſaid Contract will prove a Los C 


even to them who ſhall accept it. te 


As I have before acquainted you, that the pri- 
vate Trade from Jamaica to the Coaſt of Nw ill © 
Fain, has been very conſiderable, and brought WM ©. 


more Mony into her Majeſty's Dominions in a Ml ©t 
Year, than the Contract can, admitting the 4850 Ml © ( 
Negroes, or more, ſhould be taken off yearly by Wil * 2 
the Spaniards, ſo tis to be feared, that this Con- 55! 
tract will ſoon put an end to the ſaid Trade; ard has 
that by it numbers of Merchants, or Factors, and are 
Sea-faring Men, will be prevented going to J. fold 
maica, as well as many now Inhabitants of and E 
belonging to the Iſland, will be obliged to leave Oy t 
it; and that as much leſs of the Manufactures of © ih 
Great - Britain, &c. and Proviſions from Ireland will © Fl: 
be ſent to the Iſland; fo the quantity of Shipping fin 
that went yearly to it, will conſequently leſſen fhrec 
and fall ſhort z whereby the Planter that cant. W 
Ship the Produce of his Plantation to Great - Bu. that | 


rain, will be under a Neceſſity to ſell it at a much 
lower Price, and he that can Ship it, muſt give 

much higher Freight. That theſe and many moto 
will be the Conſequences ro Jamaica Tow IN 
Og © 5 FEY 1 „ y ON 


i 

171 ee 
contract is undeniable, unleſs thoſe, who tis ſaid 
are to have it, will not make uſe of the Power 
with the Government, &c. (ſtipulated in the ſaid 
Contract, to prevent the Subjects of Great · Britain, 
and the Plantations, from importing Negroes, un- 
der Penalty of Forfeiture) or by their Agents, (as 
tis to be feared 'twill be in their Power) obſtruct 
or hinder the Trade they may or can otherwiſt 
have for Merchandize with the Spaniards. 

That the Contract for ſupplying the Spaniards 
with Negroes, has prov'd a loſs to former Aſſien- 
tiſts, has been acknowledg'd by the Contractors 
themſelvesz but to make that good, we have this 
Contract in the 42d Article, wherein *tis ſtipula- 
ted. That conſidering the Loſſes which former 
i- © Aſrentiſts have ſuſtained, the King has been 
* pleas d to allow to the Company of this Aſen- 
bt © zifts a Ship of oo Tuns to Trade withal yearly 
oi © to the Weſt-Indies, during the 30 Years of this 
Contract, on condition they ſhall not attempt 
© any unlawful Trade. But ſurely this Permiſſion 
is not look'd upon, or eſteem'd by any Perſon that 
has confider'd the Country, &c. where the Goods 
are to be ſent, and the uncertainty of there being 
ſold, to be any Advantage to the Aſientiſts. 

Bur on the contrary, a certain Loſs to them, for 
by the ſaid Article *ris ſtipulated, © That the Goods 
* ſhall lye in Warehouſes 'till the Arrival of the 
' Flota's and Galleons, and be fold only at the 
time of the Fair, which is generally but once in 
three Years, and ſometimes longer. | 

We are told in the Preamble to this Contract, 
that it was given to her Majeſty, in Condeſcenſi- 
an and Complacency to her, as the Draught was 
put into King Philip's Hands by Don Mamel Aae: 
rſes Gilligan, at which I am not a little ſurpriz'd, 
lace by the ſaid Contract I will take upon me to 

fo, B 4 | lay 
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ay (tho? by the Reſervation to King Philip in the 
42d Article, as well as in the Hints, as to the Repay. 
ment of the 200000 pieces of Eight to be advanced 
him in other Articles, it be taken for granted, it will 
be a very profitable thing for the Aſientiſti, and has 
been given out ard aſſerted in ſeveral Addreſſes to 
her Majeſty, to be of very great Benefit and Con- 
fideration to Great-Britain) that not any Body of 
Her Majeſty's Subjects will be Gainers, or the King. 


dom. have any new Advantage, or Supply of Mony 


accrue to Her thereby. _ 


I muſt confeſs, I think all that the Perſors 
to whom the ſettling of a Contract was left to, 
had to have adviſed, was for us to require and 
demand of King Philip, (which ſurely he would 
Have agreed to in Condeſcenſion and Complacency 
to our giving him Spain and the Indies.) 

That the Britiſb Nation ſhould have been the 
only Nation or People that ſhould have fupplicd 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies with Negroes, and have li- 
berty of doing it at what Ports and Places, and in 
ſuch number as they ſhould think fir, paying the 
Duties required; hereby m»ny Inconveniences, as 
to Rules, Reſtrictions, and being liable on every 
occaſion to an Arbitrary Power in fo diſtant a 
Country, as well as a Partnerſhip with a King, &c. 
would have been avoided, and no Subject of Great- 
Britain, or the Plantations, excluded this Trade, 
and conſequently the ſaid Trade enlarged, and more 

diffuſive among her Majeſty's Subjects, as well at 
of more Advantage to Great Britain. 
| Now on the Foot of this Contr: &, as the Aſſn 
tiſts are to have Princes for their Parties, they are 
to advance in conſideration cf having half of the 
Profits (if any be made) of the ſaid Trade, to King 
. Philip about 50000]. to be repaid at the Expirati- 
on of the Contract, but no Proviſion is made how 
„ bf ved er) t of 
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or in what manner, as alſo his Share for the carry- 
ing on of the ſaid Trade. Beſides, the Aſſentiſtr 
are, from Marth 1712, to pay yearly the Duties of 
33 pieces of Eight, and one third on 4000 Ne- 
groes at Madrid. The whole on theſe ſeveral 
Fleads will amount to a conſiderable Sym of Mo- 
ny; and may it not juſtly be feared that the Spa- 
nierds, ſince 'tis no ſettled Price they are to give 
by the Contract, will often delay buying, in order 
to fall the Price; and that in the ſeveral hundred 
of Negroes that may be brought at one Shipping. 
or in one ſhort time, they vill take only ſuch as are 
upon Examination the Choice of the Number; and 
further, tis a hardſhip upon the Aſſentiſts to pay 
Cuſtom annually. for ſuch a number of Negroes, 
tho' they do not find it for their Intereſt to ſend or 
import them; or they are not able in the Courſe 
ofthe Trade to do it; as a much greater hardſhip 
to pay the Duties in 15 Days after the Arrival of 
i- the Negroes on the Coaft of New Spain, when ma- 
ny may dye before they are or can be fold, eſpe- 


cially conſidering what Numbers muſt be ſickly if 
the Voyage be long. red 

In my Opinion, as this Contract bears hard up- 
on the Aſſentiſts, ſo it ſeems calculated to prohibit 
all our other Trade with the Spaniards in the Weſt- 
Indies, but on the footing thereof, or in the man- 
ner therein preſcribed, and to hinder many uſeful 
Diſcoveries in point of enlarging our Trade, as 
alſo to be an eff. Etual Bar to the Settlements and 
Commerce of the Seutb-Sea Company into the 
South-Seasz; from which, ever fince the preſent 
Lord Treaſurer's opening the Project in Parliament 
tor paying the publick Debts, we have been told 
and made to believe (as by ſeveral Addreſſes to the 
(Queen may be ſeen) ſuch wonderful Advantages, 
25 to Trade, would accrue to the Kingdom. | 
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we were encouraged to expect from the Spani/ 


[rv] | 
That we are thus fruſtrated of the Settlements 


A aAbeww CE 


Dominions in the Indies, as well as in our Trade 
thither, I take to be very hard, and an indifferent 


Compenſation for the Favour we have done the 
Houſe of Bourbon, in not continuing the War with 6 
our Allies, when 'twas certainly in our Power, 8 
with them, to have recovered the whole Spaniſh 1 
Monarchy out of their Hands, and to have had the : 
Trade of the Spaniſh Weſt Indies to our ſelves, by : 
obliging the French to have ſtipulated, as in the \ 
Preliminary in 1709. that to wit, particularly and r 
eſpecially France ſhall never become poſſeſſed of the þ 
Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, nor ſend Ships thither to exer- t 
eiſe Commerce under any Pretext whatſoever. f 
I am, Sir, yours, &, 2 

5 0 
— — | 1 
SIX, Nov. 10, 1713. Ir 
N Anſwer to yours of the 2d Inftant, I aſſure 10 
you my Apprehenſions and Thoughts continue al 
the ſame, I am the more confirm d in them by by 
what has occured to me ſince; | am truly concern'dto 1 
hear that ſome Managers of the Sourh-Sea Company 4 
adviſe and declare themſclves ſo warmly for the T. 
Prevention and Ruin of the private Trade carried on v. 
from the Iſland of Jamaica in the Weſt- Indies, with wh 
the Spaniards on the Norrh Coaſt of New Spain; 
I heartily wiſh theſe Gentlemen, or the 4feentiſts, ab] 
(which 1s a thing to be feared) do not by their Gr, 
powerful Intereſt find means of doing it, ſince 'ris 0 
ſo neceſſary for the Intereſt of them; however fa- »dy 
tal to the Intereſl of Jamaica, as well as of Bri 
Great-Britain, Ireland, and the Northern Colonies 4 


of America. 


It 
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It highly deſerves the Conſideration of all her 
Majeſty's Subjects, and eſpecially the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations, (whoſe Places ſhould give 
them the occaſion of acquainting themſelves with 

its true Intereſt,) of what Conſequence the En- 
couragement and Preſervation the Iſland of Fa- 
maica is to Great- Britain, &c. and the Danger 
there will be of its falling into the Hands of the 
French upon a Rupture with that Nation, (more 
eſpecially if the Trade above. mentioned be ruined, 
which will greatly diminiſh its Strength of Peo- , 
ple) or from the Force of its Neighbours on Hi- 
ſpaniola;, an Iſland, beſides its largeneſs to any of 
the French or Eng iſb oncs in thoſe Parts, already 
formidable, and daily increaſing in People and in 
new Settlements. 1 

Beſides what I have already taken notice to you, 

of what Concern this Iſland is to Great Britain, in 
_ to its Situation, yearly Produce in Sugar, 
Indigo, c. and the Mony brought into her Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions annually by their Trade from 
thence (tho* Colluſive) with the Spaniards: Tis 
alſo of Concern to it, not only as it gives Encou- 
ragement by its Trade to New Spain, to the Na- 
vigation and Produce of our Northern Colonies; 
e New Tork and Penſilvania, but as that 
Trade finds Employment for a great number of 
Veſſels and Sea-faring Men at and from that Iſland, 
wherein conſiſts the beſt Strength of it. 

Shall then the Intereſt and Proſperity of fo valu- 
able, beneficial, and even neceſſary an Iſland to 
Great-Britain, and other her Majeſty's Dominions, 
have no regard ſhewn to it? And ſhall a certain 
advantageous Trade to the Subjects of Great- 
Britgin have an End put to it, to make room for 
an uncertain one, and one Diſadvantageous to the 
Undertakers ; for 'tis not to be denied, but the 
3 9 5 private 
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private Trade above-mentioned, has brought more 


Trade into her Majeſty's Dominions for many 


Years paſt, thin can be brought into them on the 
foot of the Aſſento Contract: And that alſo ſuch 
Trade has been more profitable to the private Tra- 
ders or erchants, than the ſaid Contract will be 
to the South. Sea Company or Aſfentiſts. But this 
I muſt own, that the Treaſury of Spain will be ad- 
vanced by the Trading en the foot of the Con. 
tract, more than by the private Trade, which per- 
haps is the true Reaſon for the Warmth of ſome 
Men for its being deſtroyed. 
Now conſidering this, and that by the Aſſiento 
Contract the South -Sea Company, or Aſſientiſts, are 
not to Trade into the South. Seas, or in any other 
manner to New Spain, than by the ſaid Contract 
prefcribed; where then are the great things (we 
have been told of) obtained for Great-Britain in re- 
ſpe& to its Trade to New Spain. and by erecting 
the South - Sea Company? Or how have the Nati. 
on's Debts been paid without one penny Charge 
to the People, when nothing is more notorious 
than that 2 the erecting the South - Sea Compa- 
ny, there has been raiſed by Parliament, the Sum 
of fooooo!. yearly for the Intereſt of their Debt; 
and that there are Funds charged (which 'till 1716. 
are appropriated to other uſes) to raiſe and pay the 
Intereſt of their Debt to Perpetuity, or till the 
Nation finds means of paying it off. 

Surely had any ſuch Advantages accrued to the 
Nation, either from the erecting of the South-Sea 
Company, or the Aſiento Contract, or the late 
Peace, every body would have felt and readily ac- 
knowledged the Benefit of them, and been able 
to have pointed out to any Objectors, the Parti- 
culars gained in Trade, unenjoyed before by the 
Subjects of Great - Britain. | | 7 
: s 
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As 1 have formerly hinted to you, J wiſh due 
Reflection was made by every Subject of Greaz- 
Britain, on the ſending Goods in the manner 
preicrib'd in the 42d Article of the Afiento Con- 
tract: This I muſt confeſs will be a new Me- 
thod of Trading io New Spain, bur I deny its be- 
ing any new, Advantage in point of Trade to the 
Subjects of Great Britain; tis only taking from the 
Trade we had before the laſt War, and might 
(as tis ſaid we have Peace with Spain, and the 
Trade on tha footing we had it, in the Reign of 
King Charles the IId.) expect again to and from 
Cadiz, Port St. Mary, &c. Tis well if this man- 
ner of Trading, as by the ſaid 42d Article pre- 
ſcribed, do not (which 'tis my ſettled Opinion it 
will) prove a Diſcouragement to, and leſſening 
of the Exportation of the Manufactures, and con- 
ſequently the Trade of this Kingdom, on the ge- 
neral Ballance with the Spawſh Nation. 

For as this manner of Trade will certainly leſſen 
the number of Briziþ Gentlemen from going or 
living as formerly, or otherwiſe as Factors in Cadix, 
Port St. Maries, &c. (whoſe Friends or Acquain- 
cances when there wou'd keep them more or leſs 
employ'd) ſo thoſe Places were the Mart of our - 
Manufactures for the Indies, and there the Traders 
or Merchants who embarked on the Galleons and 
Flota's, informed themſelves what Species and 
Quantities were bought up and Ship'd from time 
to time; or 'twere generally encouraging for them, 
ſeverally to buy or take with them upon each Fleet; 
which they muſt be at a loſs in, if the South. Sea 
Company or Aſſientiſts do Trade according to the 
manner preſcribed in the 42d Article of the Aſiento 
Contract afore-mentioned; and as the Dealing up- 
on ſuch Uncertainties will prevent our Merchants 
from ſending the quantities of our Manufactufes (as 
rmerly, and ſome People have the aſſurance to ex- 


pet 


prevent the Trader or Merchants that Embark on 


jectur'd) from buying any of the ſmall Quantities 
of Britiſh Manufactures ſent to thoſe Places by our 
Merchants, or from their taking any of our Ma- 
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pekt now) to Cadiz, Port St. Mariss, Ae. ſo tuil 


the Galleons and Flota's (as may be probably con- 


nufactures with them to fell on our Merchants 
Accounts, as has been formerly practis'd, and be 
the means of turning the former manner of Trade, 
and occaſion rhoſe Traders and Merchants to New 
Spain to buy the Goods of, and be concerned in this 
Trade with other Nations; conſider, I pray, the 
Conſequences of this to Great- Britain. 

I muſt freely confeſs ro you, that to me it will 
ſeem to be very impolitick (were it no Diſad- 
vantage in general, as evidencly it muſt be to her 
Majeſty's Dominions) for Great- Britain, either by a 
Law, to put a ſtop to, or otherwiſe Diſcountenance 
or Diſcourage the Subjects of it from Trading in 
what manner they can with any Nation or People, 
where *tis their Intereſt, and an Advantage to this 
Kingdom they ſhould; as plainly in this Caſe. 

It may beſhown, (if any are ſo weak as to queſtion 
it) that every Kingdom, or State, that have Co- 
lonies and Plantations abroad, and under their ſe- 
veral immediate Governments, act in the ſame man- 
ner as the Kingdom of Old Spain doth in reſpect 
to any other Kingdoms or States Subjects trading 
to New Spain; and do not permit any of the Sub- 
jects of ſuch other Kingdom or State to trade to 
ſuch their Colonies and Plantations ; And whoe- 
ver does Trade to them, and not Subjects of, and 
come not from the Dominions of the Government 
they are ſeverally under, the Ship and Goods are 
liable to a Forfeiturg by the Laws, Cuſtoms, Cc. 
of each Country, ſhould they be ſeized. 


Aft 
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'And therefore thoſe Perſons that Trade, do it 
collufively, and are conſtantly upon their Guard; 
but tho' each particular Kingdom and State have 
Laws, Cuſtoms, &c. to prevent the Subjects of 
others from Trading to their Colonies and Planta- 
tions, yet no one Kingdom or State have any Laws, 
| Cuſtoms, &c. to prevent or reſtrain its own Sub- 
jects from Trading to the Colonies or Plantations 
of any other Kingdom or State; ſurely then we 
ſhall conſider well before we do a thing ſo much 
apainſt the Intereſt of the Trading Subjects of her 
Majeſty's Dominions, and the general Advantage 
of the Kingdom, and not exclude our ſelves, and 
leave this Beneficial method and way of Trade to 
be catried on and enjoyed by the French, Dutch, 
and other Nations, of every one of whom, by our 
Situation, we have certainly a very great Advan- 
ce Nuge in carrying on the ſaid Trade. | 
in MW | heartily wiſh my Apprehenſions, which ariſe 
le; Wirom the certain Declaration of ſome Men who are 
looked upon as great Managers in the Article of 
the Trade of the Nation, may have no Foundation, 
and that no Law be EnaCted, or Orders given, or 
Power interfere, to prevent or diſcourage the Sub- 


Co- 

ſe ect of Great-Britain or the Plantations, from 
gan- Trading as uſual with the Spaniards. And alſo, 
pect chat not any Aſſiſtance (with our Men of War or 
ding otherwiſe) be given by the Government to the 


uth-Sea Company, or Affentiſts, for the ſeizin 
f any Ship or Veſſel belonging to the Subjects of 


hoe Neat - Britain Trading with the Spaniards, exclu- 

„andre of, and not within the Limits of the Charter 

ment]! the Sour h- Sea Company. 

1s ate As our Colonies and Plantations are certainly all 
Sei lome meaſure very valuable to Great Britain, 


nd its Intereſt to Preſerve and Encourage, - ſo I 
uſt repeat to you again the Iſland of Jamaica in 
2 


whatever may be the de | 
for ruining the Trade with the Spaniards, that the G 
neceffary regard will be had to its Preſcrvation and ¶ cu 
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a more particular denne which gives me hopes, M 


gn of fome Men who are m. 


Encouragement by the Government. * 
I am, $1 R, Duri &. , 

| the 

ren 

SIR, 454 May 5. 1714. en] 


ATIs no ſmall Satisfaction to me, that my Let- Al 

ters have given you and others an Idea of WW" 
the Conſequence, and the Advantage the Iflani of Ae 
Jamaica is to Great Britain, not only for its Situa- 
tion, and the Trade carried on from it with the Kir 


Spaniards; but for its Produce in Sugar, Indigo, Pec 


Ce. and Conſumption of the Goods and Merchar- and 
dizes of and from Great Britain, whereby conſide- 
rable Employment is given to the Navigation of 
the Kingdom. | | 
And | can't but tell youy that I am pleaſed to 
find you are of Opinion with me, that the 4ſfent 
Contract will never Anſwer; and that carrying on 
a Trade on the foot of it, as in 42 Articles, will 
be ruinous to our Trade to the Indies, formerly 
from Cadiz, &c. as well as to that from Famaica, 
and other the Britiſb Plantations ; and I wiſh with 
you, that ſome means could be found out, and en: 
tred upon, ſo that the French Encreaſe in their Set- 
tlements, eſpecially on Hiſpaniola, might not, 
as you juſtly infer from my Letters, endanger J- 
maica, and occaſion irs falling (upon a Ruprure 
with France) into their Hands, and our Sugi 
Trade being loſt to the Kingdom. 
"Tis above eighteen Months that the Aſien! 
Contract has been agreed, and Goods have — 
ee op 


TE]. 

ſnipt by the Sourb Sea Company; and tis from the 
Motions of the Company not unlikely, that the Ships 
ma ſtay here, before they Sail, as much longer as the 
WH Goods have been ſhipt. Such Delays, in Proſe- 
WH cution'of a Trade which has been declared on fo 
many Occaſions, and the People made to believe, 
ſo very advantageous an one, ſeems very extraordi- 

| nary ; ſure ſuch Delays ſhould: not be made, ſince 
the former Trade from Cadiz, &c. is (as tis pre- 
tended ) to be made good, and much improved and 
enlarged to Great Britain, by one on the foot of 
Afento. Contract, tho' no Ship has been ſent, and 
ir may be an Uncertainty when any may; yet that 
great Quantities of Goods have been bought up by 
the $ourb Sea Company, has reſounded all over the 
Kingdom, and did not a little Service in making 
People think much better of the Peace with France 
and Spain at the late Elections, then at preſent they 
find any Reaſon for. OBE i 4 
Beſides rhoſe Particulars, mentioned in my former 
ters, of trading on the foot of the A iento Con- 
ct being detrimental to the general Intereſt of 
near Britain, I am now to take Notice to you that 
ll Letters from Cadiz, Port St. Mary's, &c. to our 


Si Merchants in London, Briſtol, &c. give them very 
geri Melancholy Accounts of the State and Condition 
aica f the Trade there; and in particular, that it is 


with {Whiefly in the Hands of, and carried on by the 
d en euch, and that the Treaty of Commerce ſubjects 
Set: e Trade from Great Britain to ſuch Hardſhips, as 
notiere never before known in Pain: And from the 
er Je lnd of Jamaica tis abundantly confirmed by all 
zpcureſ-etters, that the Trade ever enjoy'd from therce 


SuguWÞith the Spaniards is in a manner loſt, four French 

en of War being ftationed upon the Coaſt of New 
A ſceniſſbein, to prevent and interrupt their Trading. 
> beeifllis given our theſe Ships are lent the King of 
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Sain, and act by vertue of Spaniſh Commiſſions; 
already they bave taken or ſeized ſome Trading 
Veſſels belonging to Jamaica, to a very conſiders 
ble Value; therefere be pleaſed to obſerve, that 
while our Trade from Jamaica is thus prevented 
and interrupted, the French enjoy and carry on (and 
by this means more advantagiouſly) their Trade in 
the South Seas, where, all Letters in February and 

March laſt from Jamaica inform the Traders here, 

that there were Trading above twenty Sail of French 
Ships; and at this time many Ships are fitting out 
in ſeveral Ports of France for the ſame Voyage. br 

You very well know that I was out of England ll C 
when the Doctor was Condemn'd by the Queen, Ar 
Lords and Commons, and did not return till her Wi © © 
Majeſty had procured her Subjects a Peace; and I 
therefore had never read the Act, Entituled, 4: MI Iz 
Ad for making goed Deficiencies, and ſatisfying the 
Publick Credit; and for erefting a Corporation to cam 
on a Trade to the South Seas; and for the Encourage- 
ment of the Fiſhery; and for Liberty to Trade in wn 
wrought Iron with the Subjects of Spain, and to repeal the 
Acts for Regiſtring Seamen, *cill very few Days ago, 
when I met with the following remarkable Preamble 
for creCting the South Sea Company, viz. 

* Whereas it is of the greateſt Conſequence to 
the Honour and Welfare of this Kingdom, and 
for the Increaſe of the Strength and Riches therc- 
© of; and for the vending the Product and Manu- 
* facture, Goods and Merchandizes of or brought 
into this Kingdom, and Employment of the Poot, 
© that a Trade ſhould be carried on to the Su 
* Seas, and other Parts in America, within the Li 
.* wits herein after mentioned, which cannot be { 
ſecurely and ſucceſsfully begun and carried on, 
© by a Corporation, with a Joint Stock, excluſivg® cy 
Sof all others. Now for the better Encourage 

* men 


ment of all and every the Perſon or Perſons, Body 


J 

: « Politick or Corporate, who ſhall be or become 
Members of the faid Company or Corporation, 
d be erected as aforeſaid; and to the end and in- 
tent that a Trade to the Sourh Seas, and other 


i parts of America, within the Limits herein after 
© mentioned, may be carried on and promoted for 
the Advantage and Honour of this Rinpdom'; Be 
it enacted, oc. 

The reading of this Preamble immediately 
brought into my Mind many things in the Aſiento 
„Contract, and in particular theſe Words in the 42d 
Article, vis. * The ſaid Company ſhall not carry 
on, or attempt any unlawful Trade, or other 
nd Wl © Trade than ſpecified in the ſaid Contract, direct- 
iy or indirectly, under any Pretence whatſoever 3 


ther Trade with the Spaniards in the Indies, and 
are an effectual Bar to the Settlement and Com- 
merce of the South Sea Company into the South Seas, 
from a Trade, whence, as by the recited Preamble, 
ſuch wonderful Advantages were to accrue to the 
39 10855 Thus you ſee this expected advantagious 
Trade that was to have vended the Manufacture of 
this Kingdom, and found Employment for the 
Poor, is entirely given up, and loſt to Great Bri- 
lain; and as the Duties laid by the Treaty of Com- 
tierce on our Goods and Merchandize (as agreed by 
al Merchants) will ruin the Trade might have 
been expected to the Kingdom of Old Spain, ſo it 
to be preſumed, that the number of French Ships 


eL Inding to the South Seas, will not only occaſion 
he Abe Caſe of the South Sea Company (ſhould they 
n, Mead Goods to New Pain, as by the 42d Article 
lulu fy have Liberty) to be much worſe than I have 
mage tepreſented it; but alſo, together with the French 


vuard Ships, prevent and wholly put an end to the 
| C 2 Trade 


which Words icem calculated to prohibit all o- 
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Trade with the Spaniards from Jamaica, which 
has brought from 200000 J. to 250000 l. yearly in- 
to this Kipgdom, as I have before obſerved. 
The B Condition and Circumſtance of our 
Trade formerly enjoyed to Old and New Spain, de. 
ſerves ſeriouſly to be attended to, and conſidered by 
_eaery Man that is a Well - wiſher and Lover of his 
Country; and was every Man to make Enquiry 
thereinto, he would find the Advantages formerly 
enjoyed by England, in having the Trade to theſe 
Kingdoms chiefly to it ſelf, to be (as I have taken 
Notice to you) moſtly enjoy'd by the French, and if 
ſuffer'd to go on thus, they will engroſs it wholly {WM * 
to themſelves, and ſoon become Maſters of the Pro- 21 
duct and Trade of America, and conſequently of Ir 
that of the greateſt part of Europe. pci 

This muſt be the Caſe, and hardly remediable 3 L 


things are with us, or ſince Spain and the Indi 14 
have been left in the Poſſeſſion of one of the Houſel bee 
of Bourbon; and a Trade ever valuable to Great P ſc 
Britain is ruined, by being thrown (and other offi c 
her Majeſty's Subjects depriy'd of enjoying it) inte end 
the Hands of a Company, who, not to mentioſ , ® 
the Parties and Diviſions among them ever deſtru doo 
ctive to Trade, tho' ſo long erected, and fo lonꝗ i d 4 
an Aento Contract given them, have not ſent Prey 
piece of Britiſb Manufacture, or a Negro, eitbe . E 
into the South Seas, or any other part of the ec 
#iſh Weſt Indies. os * 
| 3 ; Es oldi 

2 i, STR, yours, &c. — 
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STR, h May 10. 1714. 
Aving received yours, wherein you deſire me 
to give you the State of the Iſland of Ja- 
maica, with reſpect to the Soldiers there; and whe- 
ther there be any occaſion for them now in time of 
Peace, by reaſon it will be very ſoon conſider'd in 
your Houſe; in compliance with your Commands, 
| ſhall do it as far as I am capable. | 

Since by my former Letters you are well inform'd 
of the Conſequences and Advantages of that Iſland 
to Great-Brizain, therefore on this Subject I need 
only ſay, that thoſe Advantages (abſtracti g them 
from other Conſiderations) do ina great mea ſure de- 
pend on the Security of that Iſland; the Merchants 
* trading thither, and the F actors going to, and re- 
el ſiding in it; and that this Security the Soldiers have 
been to the Iſland, and are ſtill neceſſiry for the 
Preſervation, of it; and in caſe they ſhould be re- 
calld, would (in that particular only) very much 
endanger the Trade and Safety of the Iſland. 

For the Negroes on the Iſland being upwards of 
$0000, and the white People not above 2000, may 


— ae tee —— 


wy at any time riſe and deſtroy the white People; to 
ent prevent which, as well as ſecure themſelves from 
iche n Enemy in time of War, or Pyrates in time of 
9 peace, there are conſtant Guards kept in the Forts, 


and ſeveral parts of the Iſland, which before the 
Soldiers came thither were ſerv'd by the Inhabi- 
tants, but was a very great Toil and Fatigue to 
them, occaſion'd the Death of many white People, 
elpecially newly come to the Ifland; and was con- 
ſequently very prejudicial to the Trade and Buſineſs 
ofit. Not to mention that ſuch Guards were not, 
nor could be ſo well ſerv'd by the Militia, as by 
Regular Forces, eſpecially in thoſe Forts where 
ere were any number of great Guns, &c. ; 
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5 This Danger from the Negroes, and the Ne-. 
ceſſity there was for having white People in Num- 
bers, the firſt Settlers or Inhabitants in 1672, were 
ſo ſenſible of, that there was a Law made, to 

oblige every Maſter of Negroes to keep a white 
Man to the firſt five, and one to every ten aſter- 
wards, altho* at that time the white People in the 
- »Ifland were fix to one, or more, than what they 
are at preſent; and the Negroes not above one 
third to what they are now; and the Iſland had no 
ſuch formidable Neighbour, as I have before ſhewn 

the French on Hiſpaniola now are. 
The Iſland having extremely decreaſed in People ** 


ſince the great Earthquake, the Inhabitants, upon s 
the Apprehenſions of the former War, humbly de- © 
fr'd bis late Majeſty, for the Security of the Iſland, WM ®. 
to ſend a number of Soldiers thither, which was 1 
accordingly granted, and have been in part conti- WW ** 
nued there by her preſent Majeſty. - 
In Conſideration of the Service and Security the WM **! 
Soldiers were to the Iſland, both from Enemies the 
without, and the Negroes within, and the diffe- py 
rence of their living there, and in Great Britain or Wl A 

. treland, they have been allow'd an additional Subfi- ther 
ſence of 5 5. a Week for a private Soldier, and 20% 0 0 
a Week to an Officer, over and above their Pay on 8 f 
the Eſtabliſhment of Great-Britain; which additio- = . 
nal Subſiſtance has been rais'd by a Law, obliging * 


every Maſter of Negroes to pay a certain Rate fo 
every white Man he had not, in proportion to a ccrtal 
number of Negroes, according to, or upon the Mode 
of the Law made in 1672, which is not repeal'd, bu 
has been diſpens'd with, during the continuance 0 
the Law for an additional Subſiftance of the Soldiers 
As this Law varies from the other in the Exe 
Eution, ſo the proportion which was a white Val 
fo 10, or to pay a Deficiency for every 10 Negroes 
| MEN os fg 
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5 
was ſoon rais d for every thirty, and thus in a great 
meaſure became the Decreaſe of white Men. ah 

[ ſhall not trouble you with the unaccountable 
and moſt etxraordinary Proceedings of the Aﬀembly 
of Jamaica, you having great part of them before 
you, further than taking notice, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Facts aforeſaid, the Majority (being actu- 
ated by Paſſion and Prejudice) did, without any 
regard to the Intereſt of the Iſland, refuſe and de- 
clare againſt allowing the Soldiers ſuch additional 
Subſiſtence, any longer than the firſt of this Month; 
and are endeavouring by their Agents or Friends 
here (thoꝰ no Addreſs of Thanks for them, or Repre- 
ſentation of their being a Charge to the Ifland, nor 
any Requeſt be made by the Country to the Queen) 
to get them recall'd: Altho' the Soldicrs, h ch 
have been at times 700, are now reduced to 300; 
therefore are not half the Charge to the Iſland as 
formerly: And as by the Peace the Prodyce of 
the Plantations comes ſafely to Marker, ſo by be- 
ing brought cheaper to it, and ſelling at a greater 
Price, the Country is much better able to allow 
them. an additional Subſiſtence than formerly: And 
in caſe the Soldiers ſhould be recall d, conſidering 
the preſent Circumſtances of the Ifland, tis to be 
fear'd the Iſland would be in Danger, not only 
trom an Invader, but even from the Negroes with- 
in; and the Merchants will be diſcourag'd from 
ending their Effects thither, and the Factors and 
Men of Buſineſs from going to, or reſiding in the 
land, whereby the Trade will be in a great mea» 
lure loft, even on this account only. 

After what I have ſaid to you on this Head, I 
hall now, Sir, deſire you to conſider the follow- 
ng Extracts out of my Lord Arch. Hamilton, Go: 
fernor of Famaica's, Letters to the Lords of Trade 


i and 


t 241 uf : | 
nd Plantations; by which you will ſee his Lord- 
ſhip's Senle on this matter. 
In a Letter dated the 16th of Ofober, his Lord. 
ſhip writes, That the Negroes had lately cut in 
© ptcces two white Men in open Day, and he can. 
1 5 nor but from this Conſideration propoſe the Ne- 
1 © 6 cefliry of continuing ſome Regular Forces, at leaſt 
1 for ſome time after the Peace, or until the Iſl ind 
A 6 can reap the Benefit of it by an addition of white 
if Men there, or otherwiſe the Iſland may be liable 

5 to ſome unlucky Diſaſter by an Inſurrection. 
| And in the ſaid Letter his Lordſhip further adds, 
| c That from what he ſays, he believes that Board 
| will be of Opinion, that they are not altogether 
1 « fit to be left by themſelves z and that at leaſt 300 
Men, which, might be independent Companies, | 
6 and of much leſs Charge to her Majeſty, would MW = 
be neceſſary in time of Peace to Garriſon the Forts, | 
and keep other Guards, to which he attributes 
| 6 more of the Quiet this Iſland has hitherto en- 
11 rn Ren 
l And in another Letter of the zyth of October, 
ſays further, © That if any thing like what he had 
5 the Honour to write to their Lordſhips, ſhould be 
* reſolv'd on, he is. perſwaded the Country will 
© chearfully go into it, notwithſtanding the factious 
© Endeavours of a few, who have never been ſatis- 
6 fied with any Government. + 
Having, Sir, in this manner given you the State 
of the Iſland in relation to the Soldiers, and con- 
firm'd what I have faid, by my Lord Hamilton's 
Letters to the Board of Trade, I do not in the 
leaſt queſtion, but that from the uſual Pru 
dence and Concern. for your Country, and what 


ever depends on it, ſo viſible in all your Act * thi 
ons, ou will employ that Intereſt your diſtin no 
guiſhing Qualificationz have gain'd in you!? N; 


Honou 


2 
. n Y 8 


E 
Honourable Houſe, for obtaining the Confintiarice 
of the Forces at Jamaica; and that they may not he 
recall d, at leaſt until the A ſſembly of that INand ſhall 
have made a Law for inviting and encouraging of 
white People to come and reſide in it, and for ob- 
liging the Planters to keep a white Man for every 
ten Negroes, or pay a certain Sum weekly defici- 
ency z and the Execution of that Law be in the 


Government, and not in the Planters, as that made 


in the Year 1672 was, which rendred ir of little or 

no effect, each Man ſparing his Neighbour for his 
own fake. ' 55 | 

Submitting theſe things to your Conſideration, 

113 n "44 * 1 a j 

J am, SIR, yours, &c. 
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an 6 May 25, 1714. 
| Have peruſed the Book you ſent me, Entitled, 
Some Obſervations ſhewing the Danger of loſing the 
Trade of the Sugar Colomes, written, as I take it, by 
the ſame Perſon, that wrote The preſent State of the 
Sugar Plantations, Dedicated to the Lord Treaſurer; 
which Book concludes thus remarkably z it was 
the Extraordinary Genius, and diligent Applica- 
tion of the great Miniſter Colbert to Trade and 
Navigation, that advanc'd the Grandeur of the 
Hench Nation, together with his excellent Re- 
gulation of the Finances, more than all the Un- 
* dertakings of the preceding Miniſters of that 
Prince; and yet the French were a People very 
little diſpoſed ro Trade, therefore the Briziſh Sub- 
* jects, who have exceeded all other Nations in 
their Capacity towards Settlements Abroad, can» 
* not fail of making greater Progreſs in Trade and 
Navigation, and more eſpecially ſccing her Ma- 
— 1 
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gi we i 
< jeſty has at preſent a Miniſtry who are remarka- 
ble for their Learning, Experience and great Sa- 


c pacity in Publick Affairs; and that ſuch a Foun. 


© dation has been already laid for enlarging the 
© Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, as will, 
cin ſpite of all Malice, ſhew the Superior Genius 
© of the Principal Founder thereof. As I am in- 
formed what are this Gentleman's Principles as to 
Government, and his Declarations of the Manage- 
ment of the preſent M-——y, I am to look upon 
him as ſerious in what I have juſt mentioned, and 
therefore ſhould be very glad he would but particu. 
larize wherein the preſent M——y, ſo remarka- 
ble, as he ſays, for their Learning, Experience, aud 
great Sagacity in Publick Affairs, have laid ſuch a 
Foundation for enlarging the Trade and Naviga- 
tion of this Kingdom. 

Tis plain it can't be by erecting a South Sea 
Company for Trading to the South Seas, that 
being at an end by accepting of the Aſtento's Con- 
tract, or a Forfeiture of whatever they may 
have in Spain, ſhould they ſo Trade; and, ae, 
without the Acceptance of the ſaid Contract, 
they could not have been precluded by the Treaty 
of Spain, except confirmed by A& of Parliament, 
from Trading into the South Seat: So by the Act 
whereby the South Sea Company is erected, other 
her Maj-fly's Subjects are precluded, which de- 
ſerves to be duly conſidered, fince the French ſo 
freely and amply enjoy and carry on a Trade thither, 

It can't be by obtaining the Affrento Contract for 
the ſupplving the Spaniards with Negroes, or ſending 
yearly a Ship of 500 Tuns to Portobello with Goods 
to be Sold only at the time of the Fair; ſince, not 
to repeat that the Sourb Sea Company as Aſfienti/ts 
will be Loſers by the ſaid Contract, and Trading 
on the foot thereof, there will not thereby be any 

| uew, 
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new, or greater ſupply of Mony brought into this 
Kingdom, than before from the Trade carried on 
from Jamaica, which this Contract, or Trading 
on the foot of it, not only puts an end to, but 
alſo to that from Cadiz, Port St. Mary's, &c. to the 
Indies ; and beſides, not only greatly depopulates, 
and takes from Jamaica the beſt Strength and Se- 
curity of it, its Seafaring Men, but prevents the 
further Encreale in the Settlement of the Iſland, 
which is capable of producing three times what 
it does at preſent, as I preſume is fully made appear 
in my former Letters. | | 

It can't be by leaving out in the Articlesof Peace 
concluded at Utrecht, the ſeventh Article of the 
Preliminary Treaty of Gertrudenberg, vix. That 
ticularly, and eſpecially, France ſhall never become 
poſſeſſed of the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, nor ſend Ships 
A thither to exerciſe Commerce under any Pretence what- 
ſeever. Had this Article been in the Treaty at 
Utrecht, there would have wanted no Aſſiento Con- 
tract, or other Article for Trade with Spain, being 
hereby the Trade to the Indies muſt incvitably 
have fallen moſtly to Great Britain, 

It can't be by having the Poſſeſſion of Newfound- " 
land, ſince the French have procur'd a Ceſſion to hi 
be made them of the Iſland of Cape Breton, and 
ſeveral Iſlands in the Gul ph of St. Florence, and have 
further obtained Liberty of curing and drying their 
Fiſh, ſetting up Stages, and reſorting to our Iſland 
of Newfoundland during all the time it is of any uſe 
to reſort thither, that is, during the Fiſhing Sea- 
ſon, whereby they do not only now ſupply them- 
ſelyes with the Fiſh they formerly had from us, but 
fyrniſh many parts of Spain and Italy there with, 
and Rival us there to our prodigious Loſs. 

It can't be by making a Treaty of Commerce 
with France, that having been rejected, or not 
made 
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made effectual by rhe laſt Parliament, as derrimey. 
ral to the Trade and Manufatture of this Kingdom 
and that this Treaty would be fo, was it not con- 
firmed by Parliament, will appear to any impartial 
unprejudic'd Perſon that ſhall read a Paper, Enti- 
tled, The Britiſh Merchant, or Commerce preſer'4, 
in anſwer to the Mercator, or Commerce retriev'd, 
and, not to mention the many good Pamphlets on 
this Subject, that Entitled the Pindication of the laſt 
Houſe of Commons in rejecting the Bill for confirming 
the 8th and gth Articles of the Treaty of Navigation 
and Commerce between England and France. 
It can't be by the Treaty of Commerce with 
Spain, ſince that Treaty puts the Trade of Grea: 
Britain to Spain under greater Diſadvantages than 
ever before. For it takes from the Factors, or Engliſh 
Merchants living there, their Ancient Priviledge 
of a Judge Conſervator, and Security for Trading; 
and as all our Merchants that have liv'd in, and 
been Traders to ain unanimouſly agree muſt ruin, 
or put an end to any Trade that might (as'tis Peace) 
have been expected to that Kingdom; bur this, and 
greater Conſequences attending Great Britain were 
timely foreſeen, and taken Notice of (as is evident 
by the Letter to a Member ef the October Club) 
mould Sain and the Indies be given to, or left in 
the Poſſeſſion of any of the Houſe of Bourbon. 

It can't be by any thing that appears in either of 
the Treaties of Peace with France or Spain, to be 
done, or articled to prevent the growing Power of 
the French in America; *tis true they have yielded 
up that part of St. Chriſtopher's taken from them the 
firſt Vear of the late War, and why not to the Sa- 
niards (as was intended by the late Miniſtry) the 
ſhare they are in Poſſeſſion of on Hiſpaniola, which net 
only will endanger Jamaica, but when compleatly 
ſertled, the whole Sugar Trade of this Ringer 
e g 
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The Conſequences of which, in the Words of Colonel 
Cleland, an Author already quoted, muſt be attend- 
ed with the loſs of a conſiderable Trade to theſe King- 
 doms, it may be computed one way or other near two 
Millions Sterling per Ann. which muſt bring Ruin to 
many thouſand Families in the Plantations, and many 
more thouſands in theſe Dominions. Wor 

It can't be by having reſerved Port Mabone and 
Gibraltar in out Poſſeſſions; which Places, as they 
will be a conſtant Yearly Charge to this Nation, 
ſo the Conſequences and Advantages ariſing from 
them are only in Caſe of War with France, Spain, 
and other Nations, a very precarious Security to our 
Trade into the Levant and Mediterranean; and ſure- 
ly it will not be ſaid, the Trade of Great Britain, 
and particularly of London, is ſecured (as in Caſe of 
a War with France it was believed it would) by 
having the Harbour of Dunkirk demoliſhed, ſince 
the Grand Monarch is building an Harbour at Mar- 
dyke, to ſerve in the ſame ſtead as Dnnkirk did be- 

fore. 000% | 
Upon reading the Paragraph I have given you 
out of Colonel Cleland's Book, theſe ſeveral Particu- 
lars occurred to me; and therefore I am at a Loſs 
wherein a Foundation is laid by the preſent M——y, 
or their Founder, for enlarging the Trade and Na- 
vigation of this Kingdom. | can ſee nothing like 
it, by our late Treaties of Peace and Commerce 
with France and Spain. Some People aver they are 
deſtructive of both; ſurely this Gentleman can't 
mean, becauſe I am inform'd the M y are 
generally agreed, that ax excluſive Trade to Africa 
is moſt for the Intereſt of the Plantations, that 
ſuch is the Foundation laid for enlarging of the Trade 
and Navigation of this Kingdom. In every Seſſions 
for many Parliaments, it has been reſolved zhar tbe 
Trade to Africa ought to be free and open to Fa 
| r 
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ber Majeſtyt Subjects of Great Britain and the 
Plantations; but nothing is more clear than the de- 
ſign of theſe two Pamphlets being to gain an ex- 
chifve Trade to Africa for the Royal African Com- 


pany. And as the Author's Apprehenſions are, that 
our Sugar Colonies will be ruined for want of an 
excluſive Trade, by which they may have aconſtant 
Supply of Negroes at moderate rates : 


Mine, if ſuch an excluſtve Trade ſhould be grant- 


ed, would ariſe partly from thence, but more ef 

cially from the growing Power of the French in 
America, and the Increaſe of their Sugar Settle- 
ments in theſe Iflands, eſpecially on the Iſland of 
Hiſpaniola, an Ifland, by its Largeneſs and the 
Goodneſs of its Soil, capable when its fully ſettled 
(as it certainly will be ina few Years) of producing 
as much Sugar as all our Colonies, and a much 
greater quantity of Indigo, Ginger, Cotton, &c. 


T am, S I R, yours, &c. 


— a 
MM. 
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STR, 
1 N my former having taken notice of the Dan- 

iger the Trade and Navigation of Jamaica is in 
from its Neighbours, from its Situation, and the 
Loſs like to attend it from the Aſento Contract, 
or the South Sea Company's, trading on the Foot 
thereof, and doing as the French do now, vis. 
ſeizing our Veſſels by Vertue of it, and ſhown the 
Danger there is, upon a Rupture with France, of 


its falling into the Hands of the French; now beg 


leave to give you an account what ſome others ſay 
thereupon, Vl. | 
The Lord Arch. Hamilton, Governor of 74. 


maica, in a Speech to the Aſſembly fince the Peach 
re 
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tells them, The inviting and encouraging Artificers 
and Trade- men, in which the Strength of a Gloom 
ſo much conjiſts, to come and ſettle amongſt them, did 
deſerve their particular Conſideration, eſpecially at this 
time when the Power of their Neighbours on Hiſpa- 
niola was already formidable, and like to encreaſe. 
And the Lords of Trade, in a Letter to my Lord 
Bolinbroke, ſay, That as to the Conſequence of recal- 
ling the Regiment, we take leave to repreſent, in Con- 
currence with the Opinion of the Governor, and of the 
Merchants and Planters here, that Jamaica being in 
a manner ſurrounded by Spaniſh end French Sertle- 
ments, if no regular Forces there, it may be in Dan- 
ger from the Attempt of an Enemy, in caſe of any 
Rupture hereafter, | 

And Col. Cleland in his Book Entituled, Some 
Obſervations ſhewing the Danger of loſmg the Trade 
of the Sugar Colonies, tells us, vis. * The French in 
their Iflands, eſpecially in that great Ifland of 
' Hiſpaniola, in which they have got a footing, 
© are poſſeſs d of large Countries, and great Tracts 
* of fertile Land, which produce Proviſions and 
© moſt other Neceſſaries and Conveniences for Life, 
and likewiſe Materials and Requiſites for Manu- 
' facturing Sugar and other the Product of the 


* { Ifland, ſuch as Timber, Cattle, Horſes, &c. 
* © And on the other hand the Exgliſb Sugar Plan- 
i&, * tations are upon ſmall Iſlands, Barhbadves, which 


is but twenty Miles in length, and about twelve 
is, Miles over in the broadeſt part, being the largeſt 
the of them all excepting Jamaica; and even that 
of Iſland is not well Inhabited, has a great deal of 
beg * davanna Land, is very Mountainous, and in a 1 
4 War is very much expos d; ſo that if the Wind- py 
ward Iſlands ſhould come to be deſerted or loſt, 613 
Jamaica could never be kept and improv'd ſo as 14 
to ſupport the Sugar Trade of this Kingdom. 1 4 
| Thus | 14 

5 
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Thu you ſee I am hor, ſingular. in my Apprehen- 
ſions of the Danger the Iſland Jamaica is in, from 
Hiſpaniole, of falling (upon a Rupture with France) 
into the Hands of the French; nor can I be fo, as 
to our Sugar Colonies being juin d, or of little Ad- 
vantage to Great · Britain, ſhould a Peace with 
France be laſting, and that from the Encreaſe of 
the French Settlements on Hiſpaniola. This ſeems 
moſt evidently to determine the Hate of our Sugar 
Trade, and not the Colonies want of being 
ſupply'd on moderate Terms with Negroes, 
being nothing is more Notorious, than that the 
Plantations, ſince the Trade to Africa . being laid 
open in 1697, have been better ſupply'd with Ne- 
groes than before. I. >, 
The Conſequences of the Fremcb growing Power 
in America, and the: encreaſe of their Settlements 
on Hiſpaniola, eſpecially the Danger thereof to 
Jamaica, and the Sugar Trade, was timely fore- 
ſeen and taken notice of; and as the King of France 
did become a Suitor to Great- Britain tor Peace, 
and acknowledg'd he ow'd his Kingdom to the 
Suſpenſions of the Briti ſh Arms, tis preſum'd might 
have been prevented, had it been demanded and 
inſiſted on at @ proper time for the French to have 
reſtor'd to the Spaniards the ſhare they poſels'd of 


the Iſland of Hiſpanio a. | 


Thus, Sir, I have given you, according to your ſe - Vo) 
veral Commands, my Thoughts, in this and my former ¶ Vu 
Letters, of the Conſequence and Advantage of the Sar 
Iſland of Jamaica to Great- Britain, as reſpecting of 
its Situation, its Produce, and the Trade from vic 
thence with the Spaniards: I have alſo told you Hey, 
what Sums of Mony have been formerly brought min 
into this Kingdom thereby; and have likewiſe oye 


conſider d how ſenſibly the Improvements or De- 
cay of the Iſland of Jamaica, and its advantage: 
OUS 
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ous Trade would affect Great- Britain, and ſhown 
the manifeſt Diſadvantages both lie ar preſent un- 
der (which are ſtil] likely to encreaſe) from ſeve- 
ral Conſiderations 3 Firſt, trom the ſmall Number 
of its Inhabitants, whereby it's liable to an Inſur- 
reftion from within, and Invaſions from without. 
Secondly, From the Aſſiento's Contract, which en- 
trely prohibits and deſtroys that Advantageous 
Trade from Jamaica to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, 
Altho', as I preſume I have fully prov'd, ſuch 
Trade on the foot of the Aſtento Contract will be 
ketrimental and a lofs to the South-Sea Company; 
and altho* did not the Treaty of Commerce entire- 
ly win it, it would be extreamly prejudicial to the 
Advantageous Trade of this Kingdom, formerly to 
011 Hain, eſpecially Cadiz, Port St. Maries, &c. 

\ Thirdly, From the liberty now enjoy'd by the 
rench of Trading to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, which 
they never did before one of the Houſe of Bourbon 
ame into the Poſſeſſion of the Throne of Spain, 


nd ſeizing our Veſſels, that they preſume” are 
fading; this is ſtill confirm'd every Day by very 


i the Daily Courant of the 7th Inſtant, in which 
ou will find this following Paragraph. 

Jamaica, March 10. We have in a manner loſt 
all our Trade with the Spaniards; hardly a good 
Voyage has been made hence to the Coaſt ſiace 
you left us, and the Spaniſh Ports are too well 
guarded at preſent, they having now four Ships 
of War, one whereot is the Hampton-Court, 
which are ſtationed at Cartagena, Portobello, the 
Havana, and la Vera Cruz: Thornton (who Com- 


minded a Jamaica Sloop whoſe Cargo coſt 


ove r00001, and had neither Traded nor bro!.c 
D © Bui 


which they are engroſſing to themſelves, taking 


tlancholy Letters frem Famaica, as particularly 
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Bulk when taken) was lately made Prize by the 
© Hampton-Court, and his Veſſel condemn'd at Car- 
6 zagena; and | was inform'd by him ſince his re- 
© turn hither, that the French have naw in the 
* Soutb-Seas near upon 30 Sail of Ships; ſo that 
* you may gueſs what a condition we are like to be 
in here as to our Trade. | 

Laſtly, From the growing Power of the French 
in America, particularly on Hiſpaniola, which by 
its Extent and Fertility, the Number and Induſtry 
of its Inhabitants, I have ſhewn to be a dangerous 
Neighbour to Famaica, and conſequently ſo ty 
our Sugar Colonies, and the Trade and Navigation 
of Great-Britain, 

Upon theſe two Accounts, Firſt, That it is 6 
to the Iſland of Jamaica in caſe of a Ruprure with 


France, by reaſon of its great Superiority in People, h 
whereby Jamaica, being but thinly Inhabited, f 
will be very liable to, and in great danger of an t. 

- Invaſion from thence, and of falling into the Hand N 
of the French. th 
Seconaly, That as by the French King's Order N 


(which I omitted before) for the better ſettling and 
peopling his Colonies in America, Every Ship 8 A 
Veſſel is oblig d, when requir d, to carry a certain 
number of People thither Freight-free. So even in 
time of Peace by the number of their Inhabirants 
always encreaſing, by the ſaid Order, and the Fer 
tility of the Country in producing all Materials and 
Requiſites for the enlarging aud improving of their 
Sugar Works, and the vaſt extent of Hiſpaniols 
they will not only make much greater quantiti 
of Sugar, than we can in our Plantations, but #* 
a cheaper Price, by being better furniſh'd wit 
. moſt Materials for the doing thereof within them 


ſelves; whereas our Iſlands, at leaft ſome of wy 
| 4 
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are oblig'd to be ſupply'd from other her Majeſty's 
Dominions with thoſe Materials and Requiſites, at 
a greater Expence, and therefore our Product muſt 
neceſſarily be made up at a much dearer Rate 
than theirs, whereby the Conſequence will be, 
that the French will in a little time beat us out of 
that moſt valuable Article to the Kingdom, rhe 
Sugar Trade. And all this is ſo evident, that other 
Perſons, with different Views to my ſelf, induced by 
the apparent Tendency of theſe things, could not 
help making the like Remarks, altho* they would 
inſinuate them to proceed from other Cauſes meer- 
ly chimerical. 

If in the courſe of my ſeveral Letters I may ſeem 
in ſome parts of them, to have digreſs'd from my 
firſt Subject, or expreſs'd my ſelf in too warm or 
free a manner, I hope, Sir, my good Intentions 
therein are fo viſibly deſign'd, either to point out 
our real Advantages, or expoſe thoſe arrful Me- 
thods, made uſe of to darken our true Intereſt, 
and thereby advance the Trade and Power of other 
Nations, that your Candor and ſincere Love of, 
and Knowledge in the Intereſt of your Country, 
will pardon any ſuch Expreſſions from one not ſtu- 
dious of ſpeaking or writing agreeably, but with 
dincerity, which engages me on all occaſions to 
profeſs my ſelf, | 


SIR, 
June I2, 1714. Tours, SRC. 
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SIR, 


1 Have yours, wherein you acquaint me what was 

ſaid in your Houſe by two Gentlemen in the 

_ Commiſſion of Trade, &c. As to the firſt, That 
© the South Sea Company have bought 5 or 6000001. 
in Goods and Merchandize, and are ſending them 
* forthwith to New-Spain, and in Nine Months 
© will have upwards of a Million in return as Pro» 
© duce thereof: 

In Anſwer, I have been aſſured by ſome Di- 
rectors of that Company, that the Goods bought 
by them are not to the value of 300000/ and great 
part of them not the Manufacture of Greaz-Þri- 
rain: But admitting there be bought to the value c 
the Gentleman alledged in your Houſc, I want to c 
have it explain'd by him, how a Return ſhall come 
ro Great-Britain in ſuch time as upward of a Mil- 
lion, as 

You know that the Suth Sex Company Ship'd 
Goods, gc. on two of the Queen's Ships above 
eighteen Months ago, which Ships are {till in the 
River: And as it is very uncertain when they will 
Sail, ſo 'tis ſtipulated in the Aſtento Contract, That 
© the Company ſhall not ſell the Goods and Mer- 
© chandizes, but only at the time of the Fair; and 
if arrive before the Flota's and Galleons, the 
Factors of the Company ſhall be obliged to land 
© the Goods and Merchandizes, and put them into 
© Warehouſes that ſhall be locked with two Keys, 
© One of which to remain with the Royal Officers, 
and the other with the Factors of the Company, 
© ro the end the ſaid Goods and Merchandizes may 
© be ſold, during the continuance of the Fair only: 


No 


| [37 ] 
Now, Sir, conſidering that a Fair is generally 


ther with the Climate the Goods are ſent to, and the 
Uncertainty of ſelling chem the time the Fair laſts, 
I humbly conceive you will be of Opinion with me, 
that the Sourh Sea Company will never have their 
firſt Coſt in return for the Goods and Merchandizes 
they ſhall ſend to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies. 

This will infallibly be their Caſe, eſpecially as 
they can ſell but only during the time of the Fair, 
and the French carry on and enjoy fo confiderable 
a Trade into the Huth Seas directly. 

As to the other, That the Spaniards muſt take 
© 4800 Negroes, and the Company may carry 10000 
© cr more yearly, and can't fail of ſelling them at 
40 J. a head, 

Ianſwer, Tho' it may be allowed the Saniard. 
will ever want ſome Negroes, yet they are not ob- 
liged by the A/rento Contract to take from the 
'd Sourh Sea Company, or Afſſentiſts, 4800 yearly ; 

but the Company, or Aſſientiſts, are obliged to pay 
the Duties of 33 4 Pieces of Eight for 4000 Negroes 
yearly at Madrid, commencing from the 25th of 
March 1712-13, befides advancing King Philip 
200000 Pieces of Eight, and his thare for carry- 
ing ona Trade, which there is no other way pro- 
vided to be repaid, than out of the Profits ariſing 
thereby. | 

'Tis very true, as ſaid by this Gentleman, that 
the Sourh Sea Company may carry 10000 Negroes, 
or more, yearly to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, bur far 
from certain, the Spantards will take them off at 
40 J. a head; nay, it is net certain they will the 
number of 4000, which the Company are obliged, 
by Acceptance of the Affrento Conttact, to pay Du- 
o tics yearly for at Madrid. 

D 3 | 


but once in three Years, and ſometimes longer, toge- 


oF ,, # ING 
I will preſume to ſay, that ſhould the Company 
not exceed ſending 4800 Negroes yearly, they will 


not ſell at 40 l. a Head: The Duties dedutted re- Ne 
duces it under 32 l. and ſhould they ſend the Num- n 
ber of 10000 yearly, it would be very extraordi- WM h 
nary if they ſold them for the Duties and Charge of tl 
Tranſportation from Africa. ct 
Our Traders who have had no Duties to pay, 
have not for many Years ſold their Negroes among v 
the Spaniards for above 120 to 140 Pieces of Eight, ¶ to 
or 30 to. 35. a Head, tho' only Men and Women, nc 
and two Men to a Woman: Generally a Cargo ſo tei 
there were Boys and Girls amongſt them, have WW mc 


not come out more than 110 Pieces of Eight, or 
27 I. 105. Spaniſh Mony. pal 
If I am not miſinformed, the Company have -in 
reed to give 1o/. a head Sterling, ſo many Men WM pre 
o many, and ſo many Boys and Girls in ſuch 2 giv 
number. On the Coaſt of Africa the Freight from IM ple 
thence 6 J. 10 f. and 7 l. and the Duties above 8 /. U Kit 
aſter mention of theſe Articles, there is no occaſion | 
to ſhew it muſt be a loſing Trade, by obſerving the ¶ of 
Number of Negroes may be allowed to die fron the 
the time are taken aboard on the Coaſt of Africa, ¶ fled 
to the time arrive at New Spain, and from after and 
their Arrival there, and the 15 Days the Company fay 
are obliged to pay Duties for them, *till they arc 
or may be Sold. 

I could wiſh Gentlemen who are carried away 
with a Notion of Advantages accruing to this 
Kingdom by the Affienro Contract, and the Sou 
Sea Company's intended Trade on the foot there! 
would but read the Aſſento Contract it ſelf, and ac 
quaint themſelves with the Nature of this Trade 

and then they will perceive that Trading on thi 


foot of this Contra& would be a loſing Trade a 
1 
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the Company, and an uncertain and precarious one 
to this Kingdom; and moreover, that the Trade 
carried: on from Famaica, not to mention that for- 
merly from Cadiz, &c. to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, 
has been more for the Advantage of Great Britain 
than this Trade can be, which 1s pretended to be 
carried on by the South Sea Company. 

am much obliged to you for acquainting me 
what the Amount of the South Sea Stock appeared 
to the Houſe, and am pleaſed not only that it is 
not ſo much by ſome hundred Thouſands as In- 
tereſt has been hitherto provided for by Parlia- 
ment, but that by means thereof, and of the In- 
tereſt of the Nations Stock in the South See Com- 
pany (which the Company have till lately retained 
in their Hands) you have ſo much leſs Mony to 
provide this Seſſion for Intereſt of a Debt has been 
given out, and greedily ſwallowed by ſome Pco» 
ple, to have been paid without any Charge to the 
Kingdom. 

I am not ſurpriſed that ſuch a Sum of Mony 
of the Government's ſhould be permitted to lie in 
the Hands of the South Sea Company, when I te- 
flect without it they could not have bought Goods, 
and pray what would then ſome Men have had to 
lay at their late Elections; but the having ſuch 
Mony permitted to remain in their Hands, has 
brought the Company into a Secret, the Goods, 
Ge. being in great part damaged and ſpoiled by 
lying ſo long already aboard, and the Nation has 
been put thereby to the Expence of upwards 
1000007. in providing and keeping in pay the Men 
ot War appointed for their Service. I hope what 
have ſaid will fatisfic thoſe Gentlemen, for 
whoſe uſe you require me to write this Letter, 
that there is no poſlibility of a Million of Mony 

„ being 
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being brought into the Kingdom by the South Sea 
s Company in nine Months, or that the number of | 
Negroes will be taken off by the Spaniards, as has 
been ſuggeſted by the honourable Gentlemen you 


mention. . 
J am, &c. 

2 «i U 
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re Mention being made in the foregoing ht 
Letters, that the Danger of loſing our Sugar 

Trade cannot proceed from the want of the Plan- th 
tations being ſupplied with a number of Negroes ca 
at moderate Prices, tis neceſſary to obſerve, for the pf. 
Confirmation thereof: w 
That the Diſpute between the Royal African th 
Company and Separate Traders to Africa, having me 
been referred ſome time ſince to the Conſideration ¶ of 
of the Lord's Commiſſioners of Trade, Cc. their | 
Lordſhips after long and mature Examination, de- Ex 
termined the Iſſue of their Report on the Encreaſe ¶ tha 
of the Trade, ſince its being laid open, compared WM to 


with the Company's Account thereof when they 1 
were excluſive; whereby it appeared, ſoll 

That the African Company under an Excluſive N ow; 
Trade in time of Peace between 1680 and 1688, Qu 
employ'd 2579 Ships, being 28 Ships per Ann. bec⸗ 

And delivered into the Plantations 463 96 Ne- Nn 
grocs, being fly per Ann. B 


Which being compared with the Accounts ſent men 


to the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade from the te- forts 


ſpective Governors of Jamaica, Barbadoes and An- 
rep, 


tego, of the Imports of Negroes into thoſe Ifland 

ſince the Trade was laid open. . 

Ic appeared, that the Negroes imported int 
thoſe Iflands only amounted to 42000 for three 
Years of Peace, between 1700 to 1702, fo that 
there were near as many Negroes delivered into 
thoſe three Colonies only in three Years of Peace 
under an open Trade, as there were in nine Years of 
Peace by the Company into all the Plantations 
when excluſive. | 

To which the number of Ships, and Exports of 
Goods bore an equal Proportion: So that the lay- 
ing open this Trade was at leaſt 300500 I. per Ann. 
benefit to the Nation. 

But which is a Demonſtration of this Fact is, 
n. that there are now employed 100 and odd Ships 

capable of carrying 25000 Negroes a Year into the 
Plantations belonging to the Separate Traders ; 
whereby it appears, that the Trade is now, even at 
the end of a long War, near four or five times 
more encreaſed than when 'twas excluſive in time 
of Peace. 

Since the laying open the African Trade, the 
Export of the Manufacture of courfe Perpects to 
that Coaſt hath been increaſed from 3900 per Ann. 
to 70008 Picces per Ann. 

The African Company who have been ſevenYears 
ſoliciting the Parliament for an Excluſive Trade, 
own very ingeniouſſy they would Export but a ſmall 
Quantity in compariſon of what is Exported now, 
becauſe (ſay they) we will make the Natives give 
Ne- I much for half the Quantity as the whole. 

But then what muſt become of half the Gentle- 


; (ent WF men's Wool, and the Poor Manufacturers of all 
e te- forts, | 


The 
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The Queſtion in this particular (beſides the Na- 
tives going to buy of other Nations) is only whe- 
ther tis beſt for the Woollen Manufacture, that 
3900 Perpects be Sold at two Ackys or Crowns 
each Piece, as was by the Excluſive Company in 
1686, or that 70000 Pieces of Perpects a Year be 
Sold in an open Trade, as tis now, at 6 Ackys or 
Crowns each Piece; the one amounting to 9750 
per Ann. the other to 105000per Ann. by the diffe- 
rence whereof the Nation gains 95000 per Ann. 

And whereas it has been ſaid in Print, and o- 
therwiſe, that the Separate Traders have not paid 
the African Company above one per Cent. on the 
Goods they have Exported to Africa; tis alſo ne- 
ceſſary to obſerve, 

That the Duties of 10 fer Cent. received by the 
African Company of the Separate Traders has a. 
mounted to gooool. and therefore if the Separate 
Traders have paid but 1 per Cent. on their Exports 
to Africa, they muſt have Exported thither during 
the time (or 13 Years) the Duty of 10 per Cent. 
was payable, to the Value of nine Millions of Mony 
Sterling. 

This deſerves Conſideration, as that there are now 
more Ships in the Trade from London and the Out- 
ports than ever; and that when the choice Ne- 
groes ſold for 147. to 18 J. a head, Sugar did not 
{ell in the Plantations for half the Price it has done 
for many Years paſt, or ſince the Trade to Africa has 
been laid open to all her Majeſty's Subjects. 

The African Company's Settlements, as others, 
are on a ſmall part of the Coaſt, and the Trade in 
general no ways dependant upon them; ſo that the 
FTurkey Company have the ſame reaſon to claim the 
Property of all the Lands of the Grand Sjgnior, 
becauſe they have Factory Hcuſes in Turkey, as the 

| African 


C43] 


African Company have to thoſe of the Princes in 
Africa, to whom they pay Rent for the Ground 
where their Factories ſtand: If the Company had 
a Property to the ſole Trade to Africa, why do 
all other Nations Trade to the ſame Places, as 
well where their Factories are, as where they are 
not. | 

It being ſaid that Negroes coſt upon the Coaſt 
of Africa 201. to 241. a Head, tis not be omitted, 
that the African Company have contracted to de- 
liver the South Sea Company at 10 l. as that the Se- 
parate Trade buy them much under 101. on the f 
0 Gold Coaſt and MWidab, and at other Parts of the 9 
. Coaſt from 50s. to 41. a head, which they are 
ready to ſhew Vouchers for at all Times in a pro- 
per Place. | 

'Tis preſum'd the foregoing Obſervations make 
it demonſtrable, that the Loſs of our Sugar Trade 
cannot proceed from the want of the Plantations 
_ duly ſupplied with Negrocs; bur entirely the 
Cauſes already aſſign'd, viz. the Encreaſe of the 
French Settlements, and Power in the Iſland in A- 
merica, eſpecially on Hiſpan iola. 


UST as the Proofs of the laſt Letters were 

brought me, I had put into my Hands the Mer- 
cators for ſome Days paſt, which I bur curſo- 
rily looked over, and ſhould have been extremely 
ſurpriſed to find the Author in ſo Publick a man- 
ner ſhewing himſelf an Advocate for Spain, had 
not he been ſo for France: None bur an Hirelin 
for France would fo ſcandalouſly have abuſed, nor 
only her Majeſty's diſtant Subjects, but the lnha- 
bitants of a Country from whoſe Labour and Indu- 


{try 
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firy ſuch Riches have accrued, and been brought of 
late Years to this Kingdom. Wy: £53 7,1 

None but this Wretch would have ſet Pen to 
Paper in the Service of his Maſters for the Deſtru- 
ction of ſuch an Iſland, and of a Trade from thence 
with the Spaniards, that has been of infinitely 
more Advantage to this Nation, than any Project: 
of erecting a Huth Sea Company, and an Aſſiento 
Contract. 

I do not trouble my ſelf whether the Letter 
reprinted from the Flying Poſt in Mercator 189, 
which he is ſo Angry with, be Genuine or not, 
I :ffure him thoſe herein before incerted from 74. 
maica are ſo, and ready to be produced in a pro. 

er place, with many more to confirm them. 

But becauſe the Writer of that Letter hath ſaid, 
273, to what a low Ebb muſt Jamaica be brought 
© if her Mijeſty don't ſpeedily give us leave to uſe 
© Repriſals; Inſtead of denying any of the Facts in 
the Letter, how arrogantly does the Mercator inſult, 
although from the wording of the Letters, this 
may ſeem upon firſt view to be ſaid of the Hani. 
erds, yet | believe *cis evident the Writer ot the 
faid Letter's meaning was, that her Majeſty would 
give them leave to make Repriſals on the French, 
who ſiczed Thornton mentioned in that Letter, as 
all Letters from Famaice confirm, and particularly 
as by part of a Letter from thence, inſerted in the 
Daily Courant the 7th Inftant appears, for therein 
tis expreſly ſaid, « That Thornton was lately made 
© Prize by the Hamprion-Court, one of the four 
© French Men of Wur ſtationed to interrupt our 
Trade from Jamaica. | 

The Mercator in No. 170. would have had his 
Readers bclieve the French have left off Trading 


with New Spain, or into the Sourb Seas ary 
or 
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for ſays he, © I am not ignorant what theſe Men 
« ſuggeſt, that the Spaniards admit the French to 


© Trade with them now, at the ſame time we are 
excluded; bur they beg this Queſtion with a 


i « Witneſs till they prove it, and till they can give 
* © us an Account of one French Ship arrived there 
ly ſince the Peace; what might be before the War 


1 was quite another Caſe, and not at all to the 
purpole. But that to ſay the French now ſend 
Ships and Trade to New Fain, is not begging 
the Queſtion, appears by the following Paragraph 
of a Letter from Cadrz dated the roth of June 1714, 
in the Daily Courant of this Day. _ 

© Here is a French Ship loading for the Spantſb 
© Weſt Indies, tis kept a Secret where ſhe i, bound, 
but ſuppoſed by her Cargo, which will be rich, 
© for the Vera Cruz: Anotber ſailed from hence a- 
bout three Weeks ago; theſe do not go as Sa- 
© niards but as what the, are, ſo they are nor ſa- 
© tigfied with driving the Trade from France, but 
do it likewiſe from hence, whilſt the Spaniſh Mer- 
© chants are in a manner excluded by the ſeldom 
going of any of their Fleets: And beſides from 
the Extract of Letters from Famaica already men- 
tioned, which Letters, and many others from 
thence, together with ſome late ones from France, 
of ſeveral Ships being now fitting out at St. Malo's, 
ce. for the South Seas, are ready to be produced at 
all times in a proper Place. 

I will fo far agree with the Mercator, that our 
Trade from Jamaica with the antards is a Colluſive 
one, or contrary to the Laws, Cuſtoms. &c. of Spain, 
as well as that with us. All other Nations trading 
to our Colonies and Plantations, are ſeizable and 
J his liable to a Forfeiture: But I would defire him, as 
ding I be has allowed this Trade to be a valuable one to 
ly, the 


[46] 

the Kingdom, to make a diſtinction between our 
Traders being taken or ſeized by the Spaniards, ac- 
cording to their Laws, Cuſtoms, c. and by the 
French with their Ships of War as Prize, or by our 
Governments depriving the Subjects of Grear-Bri. 
tain of that benchicial Trade, which from the Sa. 
niards, whom it chiefly concerns, we ſhould be 
in no Danger of. 

I have in part touched upon this in my third 
Letter, and refer my Reader thither, with putting 
theſe Queſtions, | 

Whether any Stipulation in a Treaty, the Arti- 
cle whereof not particularly confirmed by Act of 
Parliament; can reſtrain the Subject from any 
Right or Liberty, which otherwiſc he might law- 
fully claim or enjoy, or put him under any Penal- 


ties or Incapacitics which the Laws of his Country | 


have not done? 

Whether 'tis the Intereſt of Great- Britain, to 
deprive its Subjects of thoſe Advantages they have 
or might enjoy, in Complacence to the Intereſt of 
any foreign Nation, by adding Force and Executi- 
on to their Laws, Cuſtoms, Cc. againſt our own 
People, which would probably otherwiſe be di- 
{pens'd with by, or prove ineffectual from that 
Nation whom it wholly concerns? 

The foregoing Reflections, upon the firſt read- 
ing theſe Papers, immediately occurred to me, and 
I can truly ſay, I heartily forgive the Mercator 
thoſe familiar Names he beſtows upon the Inha- 
bitants of Famaica, for the following Paragraphs 
in them. | 

© All Men know, that the Trade to Jamaica, 
© would be of very ſmall Moment to England, in 
* compariſon to what it now is, if their clandeſtine 
© Trade with New Spain were taken away. TR 

| © They 


[4] 

They own what is noted above, that take away 
their Clandeſtine and Pyratical Trade, and the 
« Iſland of Jamaica will be reduced to a very low 
Ebb, which is indeed very true, compared to 
that flouriſhing Trade which they carry on now; 
© for Famaica, as a Plantation, altho' it be a very 
good Colony, yet is not able to carry on one 
«© twenticth part of the Trade which is now driven 
© there, We know very well what are the Pro- 
ductions of that Iſland, ſuch as Cotton, Indico, 
Cocoa, Pimento, &c. and the Quantity and Va- 
© lue we bring from thence is eaſily known. But 
© what is all this to the Gold and Silver which is 
« return'd from thence to Britain, and particu- 
« larly to the other of our Weſt India or American 
« Colonies, who are all ſupplied with their Cur- 
© rent Coin and Plate from this one Ifland ? And 
© what numbers of People are maintain'd at 7a. 
© maica, more than as a meer Plantation, would 
© ever find Buſineſs there, who are all employ'd in 
© the Trading with or Plundering and Robbing the 
© Spaniards, even in the time of the profoundeſt 
© Peace? Have not ſome Hundred thouſand Pounds 
© in Value in our Woollen Manufactures, and other 
© Goods, been ſent yearly from England to Fa- 
' maica, more than they could any way diſpoſe of, 
but for this Pyratical Peace-breaking Trade. 

© It may be well ſaid by the Writers of the 
Letter from Jamaica, that if their liberty of 
© trading Clandeſtinely is taken from them, their 
Trade will be reduced to a very low Ebb; for 
© indeed fifteen Parts of twenty, nay ſome ſay, nine- 
© teen Parts of twenty, of all the Trade of Jamaica, 
© is their clandeſtine Trade with Spain, and ſuch 
© other Trades as depend thereon. 
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| | [48] 
« Firſt it is certain, that this ſecret Trade to Sain 
is the real and only Occafion of the great Con- 
courſe of People, that is, of Europeans, to the 
Hand of Jamaica: This by conſequence, is the 
Occaſion of ſuch an unuſual Trade thither for 
Proviſions, as well from England as Ireland, and 
all the Briziſh Colonies on the Continent of Ame. 
rica. 
© Were the Commerce of Jamaica only ſuch as 
would depend upon the Plantation of the Colony 
only, the Number of Inhabitants eſpecially at the 
Sea-Ports of that Iſland would be very few, com- 
pared to what now are to be found there: Ir 
need not be enlarged upon, that a great part of 
the Commerce from Ireland, Maderas, New En- 
gland, New Tor, Ferſey, Penſyluania, Virginia, 
and Carolina, to Jamaica, is tor Proviſions, be- 
ſides the large quantity which is carried from 
London and Briſtol. Were the Colony of Ja- 
maice to maintain no People but its own Plan- 
ters, and a Proportion of 'Tradeſmen to them, as 
other Iſlands do, the demand of Proviſions, 
eſpecially of Wine and Beer, Corn and Salted 
Fiſh, would be trifling, compared to what it 
now is. 

But the fitting out ſach Numbers of Ships, 
Sloops, &c. upon the private Trade, &c. and 
the concourſe of Inhabitants, Merchants, Sea- 
men, &c. to that Hell upon Earth, that worſe 
than Sodom, the City or Port near the Point at 
Jamaica, draws ſuch a Multitude of People thi- 
ther, and demands ſuch prodigious Quantities of 
Proviſions of all forts, but eſpecially as above, 
that this Trade alone to Jamaica equals if not 
exceeds that of all our other Iſlands put together 
even in their moſt flouriſhing State. 
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From this paſt, come we to the great Quantity 
* of Þ Weelle 8 which Too — 
+ tinually carried to ca, more than 
6 are rh of thar Kind to all the Coldnies the Bri- 
« tiſþ Nation poſſeſſes in America. W here do this 
people pretend they are conſum'd? Are the Peo- 
© ple, the Inhabitants of Jamaica, able to con- 
© ſume 4 or 500000. a Year in Linen and Wool- 
© len Manufactures, or would the meer Planters of 
Jamaica do ſo if there were no more People 
there than would be as a Plantation? 

© The Queſtion needs not to be offered, the Fa- 
* maica Merchants know very well what Trade 
they ſhip thoſe Goods for, and that they are not 
© for the Conſumption of Jamaica, but for the Sa- 
© viſo Weſt-Indiesz that they are all for a Clandeſtine 
private Trade on the Coaſt of Cartbagena, St. Mar- 
tha, the Bay of Honduras, &c. 
After what I have quoted, I believe the great 
Advantages gained to us by our Trade ro Fa- 
maica, is ſo apparent, that could I have ſeen it 
ſooner, I might have ſpared a great many other 
Arguments and Proofs z for you ſee this Author 
has gone beyond me in almoſt every Particular 
of it; tho' (according to his Cuſtom) he infers 
from thoſe Advantages we receive, a Ne- 
ceflity to deſtroy it: But fince his Manner and 
Intereſt in Writing is generally known, and has 
been evidently ys Ao for miſ-repreſenting and 
ruining our Trade in all its Parts; *'tis not extra- 
ordinary to ſee him wreſt the moſt contrary Con- 
clufions from the cleareſt Facts: That he has done 


{a here, | ſhall not ſay, but leave it to every Per. 


fon to judge for himſelf, and only conclude with 
obſerving, that what is advanc'd by one with il] 


Views, may ſometimes ſerve to ſet the Truth in a 
fuller 
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